The Other Press, May 11, 2005 by unknown
Page7 
......... lWker 
Amaada Aikman 
or.bmdit.ol(fyahoo.ca 
N....Ecllaw 
Bnndoa Fetpm 
fetgiel b@cdua.net 
Opiaioaa l.ldJr.w 
CF Miley 
opi~.com 
Aria"~· I I Ecllaw 
lain w. Reeve 
aeditor@lgmall.com 
~Eclkor 
Kevin Wdlh 
Well hello, Douglas College! Miss us much? 
Ahh, that's sweet-we've missed you, too. 
Since our production schedule has 
switched over to the lazy, hazy days of 
summer, we'll only be comin' at ya once a 
month from now on. It's tragic, yes. But 
Submission Guidelines 
that's life, baby. Now that you've reached a 
certain age and are busy gettin' all colleged 
up, it's time you understood that life ain't all 
sunshine and roses. Sometimes, it's hard. 
Sometimes it's really, really hard. 
Sometimes it's so hard, in fact, that you can 
only get one issue of the Other Press per 
month. 
But, even hard-time clouds like these 
have their proverbial silver linings. After all, 
receiving only one Other Press per month 
allows you to spend so much more time 
with each issue. Time to really get to know 
them, and to let them get to know you. 
Take them to the beach, share a pitcher of 
margaritas with them, introduce them to 
your parents ... bond with them-you've 
got the time, so use it. 
This month we've got loads of election 
coverage for you to chew on. (Figuratively 
of course, not literally. We don't recom-
mend that you physically consume the 
Other Press, especially since we've recently 
downgraded to a suspiciously cheap and 
odd-smelling ink.) Read all about the crazy 
candidates in our News and Opinions sec-
tions, and impress your friends with your 
wealth of political knowledge. Just be care-
ful whom you quote ].]. McCullough 
to-we'd hate for you to get beaten up on 
our account. 
Next up, A&E Editor lain Reeve treats 
us to a veritable slew of concert recaps-
such a busy little social butterfly he is, 
makes me miss the days when I was young 
and actually had a life, too. Once you get 
good and cultured up by the A&E section, 
it's time to move on to Features Editor 
Kevin Welsh's fascinating and informative 
takes on film remakes and the American 
Basketball Association. Now, with your 
sporting appetite whetted by the basketball 
feature, why not jog on over to the Sports 
section where Sports Editor Darren 
Paterson brings his A game-his writing A 
game, that is. Man, that was pretty lame ... 
"his writing A game," I mean, really, c'mon. 
I promise I'll do better next issue-after all, 
I've got an entire month to prepare. Which 
is exactly what I'll be doing for the next 
four weeks. Sitting in front of a computer 
writing and rewriting my June "Lettitor." I 
promise. So, think of me while you're out 
drinking margaritas on the beach with your 
parents and your May issue of the Other 
Press. I do this for you, people. I do it for 
you. Everything I do, I do it for you ... 
-Amanda Aikman, Managing Editor 
Summer submission deadlines are May 2, July 1, and July 29. For 
letters to the Editor, vacant sections, and "time-sensitive" articles 
(weekend news, sports, and cultural reviews) contact the editor at 
othereditor@yahoo.ca 
All other submissions should be forwarded to the appropriate 
section editor. Please include your name, phone number/email 
address, and word count, and submit via email as an MS Word. doc 
attachment to the attention of the appropriate editor. 
News 
fergie1 b@telus.net 
Opinions 
opinionsubmit@hotmail.com 
The Other Press is Douglas College's 
autonomous student newspaper. 
The Other Press is run by a collective and 
is published weekly during the fall and win-
ter semesters, and monthly (as a magazine) 
during the summer. 
We receive our funding from a student 
levy collected every semester at registration, 
A&E 
aeditor@gmail.com 
Features 
krwelsh @canada.com 
and from local and national advertising rev-
enue. The Other Press is a member of the 
Canadian University Press (CUP), a cooper-
ative of student newspapers from across 
Canada.We adhere to CUP's Statement of 
Common Principles and Code of Ethics-
except when it suits us not to. The Other 
Press reserves the right to choose what to 
Sports 
ddp20@ hotmail.com 
publish, and will not publish material that is 
racist, sexist, or homophobic. Submissions 
may be edited for clarity and brevity if neces-
sary. 
All images are copyright to their respec-
tive owners. 
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The Other Press Mailbag 
April7, 2005 
The Editor 
The Other Press 
Douglas College 
Dear Editor: 
-
I recently picked up a copy of your March 16tll issue, which you have labelled "Kissing drunken 
Paddy's (presumably you mean Paddies) since 1976". 
As an Irish woman, I take exception to the racial slur- both the tagging of my people as Paddies 
and the implication that we are a nation of drunks. 
I wonder why it is politically acceptable to insult Irish people and not others. I doubt, for example, 
that you would label one of your issues "kissing drunken sambos" or "kissing drunken chinks". 
Yours truly, . 
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Wow. Obviously, we have offended this reader with our reckless use of that nasty, 
racist slur "Paddy." Of course, we did not realize that Paddy was a nasty, racist slur, 
and did not intend to use it in that way. As we have said in the past, a great number 
of our staff and contributors here at the Other Press are Canadians of Irish 
descent. And proud of it. 
We would like to assure our readers that regardless of any associations or pre-
conceptions other people may have had of the word "Paddy," ours were certainly 
not rooted in any kind of cultural hatred. In fact, when the Other Press staff and 
contributors were shown this complaint, they were all quite shocked. Their 
responses included: 
"Seriously? That's what she complained about? I could easily find 
ten more offensive things in that issue." 
"Oh man! We punctuated 'Paddy's' wrong? How embarrassing!" 
"I guess that stereotype about Irish people having a sense of 
humour was wrong too." 
''Whoa. Did she really say 'chink'?" 
And, finally, "Really? We had a St. Patrick's Day issue?" 
We here at the Other Press realize there may be some confusion as to the origin 
of the word "Paddy." We understand that language is a powerful and fascinating 
tool, but that, unfortunately, in the wrong hands this tool can also be used as a 
weapon. So, being journalists and all that, we decided (for once) to do our research. 
According to British English: A to Zed by orman W. Schur, the word "Paddy" is 
slang for "tantrum," and originated as the nickname for Padraig, which is old Irish 
for Patrick. Being that there were an abundance of males by the name of Patrick in 
Ireland, the name became commonly used for the protagonist in Irish jokes. Over 
time, based on a misguided cultural generalization that Irish people were short tem-
pered, the nickname of "Paddy" somehow evolved to represent the word 
"tantrum." 
Of course, the Other Press does not wish to encourage the use of "cultural 
·generalizations," and we apologize if any people of Irish descent might have been 
offended by our use of a word that might have implied that their ancestors might 
have had a bad temper. We also hope that those offended Irish descendants weren't 
so angered by the one instance of the word "Paddy" on the cover of our St. 
Patrick's Day issue, that they were unable to appreciate our celebration of Irish cul-
ture both on and in that same issue. In addition, we pledge to think twice before 
using Irish slang in the future. As a matter of fact, I've already begun. You see, I 
was just going to respond to this letter by saying our Irish proofreader was drunk at 
the time and that's why she didn't catch the mispunctuated "Paddy's" reference on 
the cover. But I didn't. So there. 
-Amanda Aikman, Managing Editor 
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Don't Vote! 
rust Me .. 
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A little madness in the Spring; is whole-
some even for the King. 
-Emily Dickinson 
T he vernal equinox has friends, and with it, so change. To paraphrase Ge:or:gel• 
Costanza's impassioned plea for a 
wedding: birds chirping, flowers u~c,v•u-•­
ing, all that crap. With a May 
provincial-election date fast 
there's a lot of crap we need to ~.-vv~;;~.­
Spring cleaning is coming to the 
and you need to decide which dust 
nies your push brooms are going 
bounce. Will the NDP's Carol James 
your rebound lover after a rocky ..... ,au•Ju-
ship with the Liberals' Gordon ~"u'~'u"'u' 
Or is Campbell the sugar-daddy rock 
want to bank your future on rather 
some fuzzy dumpling with no 
experience? How about Adriane 
Green Party? To quote The Simpsoni 
Kang: "Go ahead, throw your vote 
(insert villainous laughter here). 
With all these mixed metaphors, 
tered quotes, and grammatical 
you must be mightily 
even turned off. Well, excellent! 
exactly what election campaigns 
meant to be, and that's exactly while 
need this brief primer on ... Why 
Shouldn't Vote. 
for Gordon 
Campbell and the 
BCliberals 
Boooooo! It may be a reflex action to 
ol' Gordo: the most hated BC IJUttuL.taJ 
since the last guy and the guy before 
It's been nearly two decades since 
actually voted for someone rather 
against him; that must be why 
seems so smugly oblivious to the 
omous hatred that exists for him. 
Gordo is a liar and a hypocrite. 
harsh? Remember the promise to 
sell off a public-sector business? BC 
was sold shortly after making that 
ise, followed by the breaking up of 
H ydro and attempts to privatize 
Coquihalla and parts of the health 
Remember the downfall of Glen 
for getting a deck put in by some 
dude from the world's greatest strip 
the NBI? Gordo was relentless in 
attacks on Clark for his 
while in office, yet when Gordo's 
mously smirking (and stili drunk) 
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shot carne out of Hawaii, buddy had no 
intention of stepping down. We became an 
international embarrassment because 
Campbell couldn't hold his liquor and drive 
straight. If ever there was a time to run like 
hell from the po-po, that was it, Gordo. 
Campbell is also preying upon our forget-
fulness like George W. preyed upon American 
stupidity. Three .Years of tuition increases 
with the abolishment of student grants, the 
overriding of health care demands and 
strikes, ridiculous corporate tax cuts, the cre-
ation of slave,..wages for first-time workers, 
off-shore drilling rights, the evaporation of 
funding for every last women's centre in the 
province-the list of decisions that ham-
mered every day folks goes on and on. Yet, 
suddenly, these warm-and-fuzzy ads carne out 
promoting the greatness of life in BC with a 
flurry of lucrative deals all around the 
province, despite Campbell's staunch repeti-
tion of "economic frugality." Suddenly, the 
economy is rosy (#1 in growth, according to 
www.bcliberals.com), and everyone in BC has 
a reason to smile. 
Except for all those who lost their shirt in 
the first three years. 
If you're a self-centred, all-purpose con-
sumer, by all means, vote for the BC Liberals. 
for Carol James 
andtheNDP 
For those taking part in the time-honoured 
tradition of voting against a party, Carol 
James is your pick. Sure, her only experience 
in the capital has consisted of guided tours 
through the house and a visit to the wax 
museum; sure, the only thing she's been elect-
ed to is a Greater Victoria school board; sure, 
her hairstyle puts women's rights back a 
decade or so; but one thing can certainly be 
said for Carol James: she is definitely not 
Gordon Campbell. 
And that's what she's banking on-not 
waking up one day to find she's Gordo and 
living a Tom Hanks' sequel: Big Asshole. 
(Though it will take more than a magic genie 
in a booth for her to win.) 
With no track record to rely on, James has 
had to repeat her mantra of "trust me." Why? 
She's not Gordo. With the announced provin-
cial surplus--coming largely on the backs of 
increased tuition fees (Congrats, students! 
We've provided Gordo with his arnmuni-
tion.)-James would freeze tuition, open 
more long-term care hospital beds, reduce 
wait lists, increase environmental standards, 
blah-ba-dee-blah-blah. With no mind for 
business, the New Democrats tug on the 
heartstrings and offer warm-and-fuzzy feel-
ing alternatives to the Liberals "vithout a real 
plan of any kind. The "social conscience" 
party offers vague promises without the 
wherewithal to run a corner store. 
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Do you want to entrust your vote to an 
unproven leader with only one returning 
MLA and 78 others who would need a map 
and detailed directions to find their way to 
work if elected? Can election commitments 
that are summed up on one page (www.our-
commitments.bc.ndp.ca), the majority of 
which is taken up by a picture, hold water? 
Of course. Because Carole James is defi-
nitely not Gordon Campbell. 
Why marry the one you love when you 
can endlessly search for all the ones you 
don't? 
for Ddriane Carr 
/ 
and the Green Partg 
In the last election, Carr and the Greens carne 
awfully darned close to almost winning ... a 
seat. 
On their website (www.greenparty.bc.ca), 
you will find a list of principles such as sus-
tainability, grass-roots democracy, 
decentralization, non-violence, and ecological 
wisdom. How the hell is that ever going to 
work? While the Greens are easily the lungs 
and heart of British Columbia (the Liberals 
are the liver; the NDP the butt end), they 
have no mind for ruling a government. In 
their big green platform book, their first 
answer to the economy (whose debt still 
stands at a staggering $37 billion) is energy 
conservation. Okay .. .let's see where they're 
going with this. Their first commitment 
under their first answer is a tax credit 
for ... double- and triple-pane glass windows? 
Are you fucking kidding me? I love the 
earth-I'd take a tree to the Motel 6, if only 
they'd let me back in-but BC is the third-
largest province in the country, and you're 
going to start me off with double-paned 
glass? 
Unruly and ignorant cynicism aside, this is 
the great fault line of the Green Party. While 
BC is the third-largest economy, we're also 
the most beautiful place in the world, so 
wouldn't it be swell if someone in power gave 
an endangered bay-breasted warbler's ass 
about the environment? Unfortunately, the 
ugliness of reality is that no one gives a crap 
about the warbler or the environment. Under 
the Green Party principle of sustainability, 
the plan is to provide a safe and healthy envi-
ronment for the next seven generations. The 
Liberals think they're ambitious by laying out 
a Golden Decade; the New Democrats for 
planning out the next nine months. The 
Green Party's failing is its optimism, and 
there's no place for optimism in BC politics. 
So, go ahead, hippie-vote Green. And 
may aliens smite you with big sticks and build 
a super laser in your back yard. Enjoy the 
contest, and long live Emperors Kodos and 
Kang! 
DHIG 
Winter 200S flection 
nprii2G, 200S 
ULT 
Douglas Students' Union, Canadian 
federation of Students LocallB 
College Relations Coordinator 
Alouette Gosal, 102 
Ivan Reygadas, 210 
Heidi Taylor, 298 
39 spoiled 
External Relations Coordinator 
Ryan Lam, 281 
Brent Morley, 94 
Emma Sebastian, 218 
59 spoiled 
Internal Relations Coordinator 
Anish Dwivedi, 252 
Jeremy Gervan, 339 
56 spoiled 
Treasurer 
Devan Christodoulou, 223 
Jessica Gojevic, 265 
Matthew Steinbach, 114 
45, spoiled 
Member-at-large 
Brandon Ferguson, 231 
Inderjit Gill, 161 
Elizabeth Helps, 168 
Kristine Jesudason, 147 
Raphaella Weissgerber, 140 
49, spoiled 
David Lam Campus Representative 
Rabey Husini: 66 yes, 17 no, 4 spoiled 
Disabled Students• Liaison 
Sean Hibbitts: 52 yes, 7 no, 1 spoiled 
Pride Liaison 
Monica Girn, 45 
Joel Koette, 80 
2 spoiled 
Women's Liaison 
Christina Hickey, 209 
Catherine Wilkins, 163 
23 spoiled 
VOTER TURNOUT: 652 
New Westminster: 572 
David Lam: 80 
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News Wears Short Shorts 
Brandon Ferguson, News Editor 
Keep on Trucking 
In response to the recockulous mcrease in fuel 
prices, hundreds of truck owners took their plight 
to the roads last Friday, staging a slow protest 
through city streets. ormally known for undercut-
ting each other's rates, this was a single-day show of 
solidarity by union and non-union members of the 
Vancouver Container Truck Association. 
While threats to block major access points such 
as Patullo Bridge and Highway 1 were made at a 
meeting the week prior, the protest only hindered 
traffic; it did not stop it. 
The VCTA protest did, however, cripple the 
Port of Vancouver as only a hundred or so trucks 
ftled through a port that normally sees three- to 
four-thousand rigs pass through on any given day. 
While truckers still receive their regular wages, 
the increasing fuel costs come out of their pockets. 
In 1997, gas cost 37¢/litre and life was pretty much 
downhill both ways; today it hovers around a loonie, 
which is crazy high. While this is a burden for every 
gas guzzler out there, it cuts deeply into the liveli-
hood of Canada's truckers, who literally carry our 
economy on their backs. 
The VCTA is looking for some sort of compen-
sation-either through their employers or the 
government-to ease the burden of fuel prices and 
long waits at the port and border. This protest, 
which is a first step in showing solidarity, was not 
sanctioned by the truckers' union, the Teamsters. 
''All of these employers, they think most of the 
truckers can't get together, so they're kind of dis sin' 
us and we just wanted to show our solidarity," spat 
VCTA spokesperson PaulJohal into da mic, flexing 
his mad Ebonies skills. Word up, PJ. 
Keep an eye out for next week's protest, when 
hundreds of SUV-driving yuppies will take to the 
hills of West Vancouver and disrupt traffic as they 
blare Outkast's "Hey Ya" at levels so obnoxious that 
it turns even diehard fans against Andre 3000 and 
BigBoi. 
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Scandal Shmandal 
Proving that government corruption 
isn't solely contingent upon US citi-
zenship, Canada has come out of the 
closet as a world leader in political 
misappropriations of monies and 
abusers of power. 
In what has become the central 
distraction from, say, any actual work 
being accomplished in Ottawa, Paul 
Martin's Liberals are under attack for 
stealing money from a ridiculously 
designed ad campaign to keep Quebec 
in Canada. Appropriately, the contro-
versy has been labeled ''Ad-Scam." 
Nice. 
You've probably heard the rum-
blings that led up to PM P.M.'s 
touching national address on televi-
sion two weeks ago. Cue the narrator: 
"Recently, on a very special Ottawa 
90210: Ex-PM Chretien devised a 
plan to filter money through Liberal-
friendly advertising firms to deliver 
golf balls and bumper stickers to 
Quebecers who were thought to be 
susceptible to baubles and trinkets 
over national identity, which led to the 
padding of Liberal coffers on top of 
the idiotic wooing of Francophones, 
which led to the Gomery 
nnd Now for Your Daily Dose 
of Death. 
It pains me to no end to report of 
another massive loss of life, this time 
at the hands of man, or fate, or God, 
or whatever-but not weather. 
In Amagasaki, Japan, about 250 
miles to the west of Tokyo, a com-
muter train derailed and crashed into 
an apartment building on April 25. So 
far, 95 people have been confirmed 
dead, and 458 others injured. 
"There were people everywhere 
covered in blood-too many of them 
to count," said Ayumi Tanaka, a resi-
dent of the apartment building. 
With the death toll expected to 
rise, police have raided the offices of 
West Japan Railway Company to see if 
there are any incriminating records of 
the wreck. Behind the wheel was a 23-
year-old driver whose experience, or 
lack thereof, is being called into ques-
tion. Of course, the driver was 
probably the first to perish, so it won't 
Commission, which loaded the oppo-
sition parties up with ammo to hold a 
possible vote of non-confidence and 
dethrone the minority government 
and force a new election.'' Whew. 
Take a moment. 
With Stephen Harper's 
Conservatives and Gilles Duceppe's 
Bloc Quebecois foaming at their 
respective mouths and bouches, Jack 
Layton's NDP have suddenly become 
the top dog-remarkable, considering 
their piddly 19 seats. Layton, in a 
closed-door meeting with Martin, 
be much of a trial. 
The driver had overshot the previ-
ous station by 130 feet, causing the 
train to be 90 seconds behind sched-
ule, which may have rattled him. 580 
passengers were on board the seven-
car train when it jumped its tracks in 
this suburb of Osaka. 
Japanese Transportation Minister 
Kazuo Kitagawa (awesome name) 
said that the investigation would 
focus on ways of preventing future 
accidents through training. 
"The driver had only 11 months 
secured $4.6 billion in the 
upcoming budget through 
decreased corporate tax cuts 
and increases to post-second-
ary education tuition relief, 
foreign aid, re-routing of gas 
taxes to municipalities, public 
housing for the poor, and a big 
step towards ratifying the 
Kyoto Accord. All for the low 
low price of propping up 
Martin's teetering government. 
While Harper and Duceppe 
were crying foul, and Martin 
was sending roses to U2's 
Bono to apologize for reneging 
on his promise to increase 
Third-World aid, Layton was 
getting some goods for those who 
matter. Has he saved the Liberals 
from an early election call? 
Nope. We the Canadian people did 
that, with an overwhelming majority 
of Canadians saying that they don't 
want an election call-even if it's to 
remove a blatantly corrupt and soon-
to-be criminally guilty 
government-until after the Gomery 
Report is released in December. 
Of course, I'm sure they meant 
well and have learned their lesson. Just 
please don't do it again, eh? 
of experience and we can only say 
that West Japan Railway's employee 
training and its tests to evaluate the 
suitability of drivers had problems," 
Kitagawa said in parliament. "I would 
like to issue instructions to them 
based on the results of our investiga-
tion." 
The devastating wreck is the worst 
train accident since Godzilla used the 
Bullet train as nun chucks to fight 
Mothra with, which killed a few hun-
dred but thrilled millions. 
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Dr. Suzuki for Prime Minister 
I live in a constantly growing world: a place where liberty is tempered with justice, where the forces of evil can't 
spread their plague-like ideas unchecked; 
where the good guys don't always win, but 
they sure-as-shit give it the old college try. 
In short, I live).n a world where The !Vest 
Wing has come true, Jeb Bartlett (as 
played by Martin Sheen) is the US 
President, and ... wait for it .. .David Suzuki 
The Way Things Sometimes nre 
CF Miley, Opinions Editor 
is the leader of the federally elected Green 
Party in Canada. 
Okay. I know I'm dreaming, but hear 
me out. I think the majority of Canadians 
want a country of long-term sustainabili-
ty and prosperity to leave to their children. 
Even if you haven't got kids, wouldn't you 
like to live in a country that actually mar-
ries sustainability with practical reason 
and a caring heart? A country where pro-
active people take part in communities 
that care enough to know their neigh-
bours' names? A country where 
grandparents can look their grandkids in 
the eye and tell them, "it's going to be 
okay" without lying? I know that's where 
I want to live, and I think Canada could be 
it. 
I've anointed D r. Suzuki as the best-
chance Green Party leader for several 
reasons. First, the biggest knock against 
the Greens has long been the lack of actu-
al platforms on issues impqrtant to 
Canadians. You know, those pesky issues 
like economic viability in the 21st century, 
like workable plans for social services, 
taxes, and foreign aid. Basically, the 
Greens are perceived as a party with one 
message and one message alone: environ-
mental sustainability now (at whatever 
cost). 
It's not that I think that current Green 
leader Jim Harris is doing a particularly 
poor job, it's just that Canada (and, there-
fore, Canadians) deserves a leader whose 
values are true; whose morality has been 
May 11/2005 
fired in the kiln of decades of public serv-
ice and debate; whose intelligence actually 
exists (I'm talking to you, D ubya and 
Stephen Harper). Which brings me to my 
second reason for wanting Suzuki to lead 
the Greens: we need a Green Party leader 
smart enough to get the top minds in the 
country to give their input on policies 
across the board. I believe Suzuki could 
be this person. 
Creativity has been sucked out of 
political debate by the proven method of 
repetition of message. For example, what 
do you remember about Glen Clark's run 
as BC's Premier? Don't feel too bad if the 
words "fast ferries" and "free deck for a 
lottery license" leap to mind. It's not your 
fault that a constant barrage of media 
attention on seemingly small matters (Can 
anyone say, "Gomery Inquiry?") shapes 
your view of politicians' capabilities. Oh, 
wait, yes it is. 
We're constantly being told what to 
think every day, and few even seem to 
care. News Flash-"Today, Prime 
Minister Paul Martin faced a barrage of 
questions that continue to swirl around 
the Gomery Inquiry. Gomery. Gomery, 
Gomery. Sponsorship. Scandal. 
Scandalous scandals around free money 
for cronies." Et cetera, ad (scam) infini-
tum. Here's another news flash for 
you-politicians are damned near all dirty 
in some corner of their personal closets. 
They're fallible, every last one of them. 
Just like me. Just like you. 
Would D avid Suzuki be a shining bea-
con of truth and justice unseen in this 
country since Captain Canada bagged his 
first bad guy? Probably not. Would he 
actually attempt to raise the level of 
debate in the country by bringing an envi-
ronmentalist's heart and scientist's mind 
to the game? You bet your great grand-
son's last breath he would. 
Suzuki is respected countrywide. He is 
actually sane. He originated Quirks and 
Quarks on CBC Radio, has hosted The 
Nature of Things for decades on CBC 
Television, and is a member of the Royal 
Society of Canada and the Order of 
Canada. He's the author of 36 books, 
including An Introduction to Genetic Ana!Jsis, 
the most widely used genetics textbook in 
the world. He's the chair of the D avid 
Suzuki Foundation, and has been interna-
tionally recognized for his scientific, 
environmental, and humanitarian efforts 
more times than I have space to list here. 
Basically, D r. D avid Suzuki is Canada's 
real-life Jeb Bartlett. Am I alone in dream-
ing of a better Canada, a better North 
America, and a better world? I sure as hell 
hope not, because our futures depend 
upon it. 
Now, if we could only convince him to 
run. 
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VOTf NDP! Could I Be More Blatant? 
Left Overs 
government make some mistakes? Oh my, 
yes. Did they deserve to lose the last elec-
tions because of it? Probably, though it 
had as much to do with successful Liberal 
demonization as it did with actual NDP 
fault. Was it a good idea to vote them out 
so sharply as to leave the Liberals all but 
uncontested in legislature? No. o matter 
what your particular political beliefs, you 
NEED an opposition for government to 
work. 
lain Reeve, OP Columnist 
My real argument here, however, is 
that while the NDP did some crappy 
things when they were last in power, none 
of them even come close to what the 
Liberals have done in four years. School 
and hospital closures, war on unions-
even unions representing our most 
important professions such as health care 
and education-and the "reform" of wel-
fare to gravitate towards a system that 
seeks to throw hundreds if not thousands 
on the street. It's all pretty brutal. And, of 
course, the most cited grievance our age 
group is consistendy told to care about: 
S ince this will be our last issue before the provincial election, I thought it would be nice of me to 
let the cat out of the bag and tell everyone 
exacdy how I'm going to be voting May 
17 and why. While you may think you can 
easily dismiss me as a crazy leftist nut (I 
know someone around here who does), I 
do have my reasons. Did the last NDP 
Get a Great new 
look for Summer! 
One of BC's Top Young Stylists 
2nd Place V.mer Joico Cut and Colour Confetition 2004 
Katie 
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the mass inflation of tuition fees and the 
decrease of provincial funds for financial 
aid. Plus, I'm sorry, but any government 
that has the audacity to raise and lower the 
PST in the same term is automatically sus-
pect to me. 
Do I expect the NDP to win? Not 
really. I just want a reasonable opposition. 
The Liberals have successfully solidified 
themselves as being BC's party of the 
wealthy, for the wealthy. Unfortunately, 
being on that side tends to preclude victo-
ry. But if you seriously sit down and think 
about it, I think you'll realize that the fast 
ferries debacle was not as bad as making 
decisions that have caused real damage to 
the majority of British Columbians. See 
you at the polls. 
Left Overs Part Two: 
Bizzaro Canada! Will Canada Go 
Conservative? 
GEEEZUS! The newspaper goes on a 
break for a few weeks and the whole 
damned country gets flipped upside 
down. We go from the safe, familiar 
Liberal domination of all things political, 
to people talking very seriously about the 
Conservatives forming government. This 
is all, of course, related to sets of declas-
sified testimony from the Gomery 
Commission into the sponsorship scan-
dal. These documents revealed some 
rather damning testimony about Liberal 
party members reimbursing businessmen 
who paid into the parties with contracts 
for various media programs. One thing I 
agree with everyone on, is that this is 
fraud of the highest order, and the people 
responsible should be jailed not just for 
committing these crimes, but also for giv-
ing a swift kick to the nuts of public trust. 
People don't exacdy love government 
nowadays; never mind all these shenani-
gans. But does this debacle warrant voting 
Conservative? 
There are three points I want to make. 
Point one: corruption crosses party lines. 
AJl this jabbering that you're hearing from 
Stephen Harper and other Conservative 
MPs about how despicable the Liberal 
party is, how they do not have the moral 
authority to rule, and how they eat babies, 
is probably true, but are the Conservatives 
any better? Most of us are too young, but 
those of us familiar with recent Canadian 
history may remember a man named 
Brian Mulroney, Canada's last conserva-
tive Prime Minister. This man wrote the 
book on kickbacks and patronage, so 
much so that actual books have been writ-
ten about extortion and fraud in the 
Mulroney administration. Stevie 
Cameron's On the Take is a good one, if 
you're interested. If you think the 
Conservative party would be any less cor-
rupt with their tighter links to business, 
and generally dismissive nature towards 
most Canadians, you're flat-out wrong. 
Point two: while I'm no fan of the 
Liberals in general, they are the only ones 
doing something about the scandal. They 
are seeking those responsible and will 
bring them to justice; the Conservatives 
are just treating this as an opportunity for 
political gain by forcing an election most 
Canadians do not want. 
Point three: Conservatives suck. I may 
be crazy, but I'll take corruption over 
increased military spending, senseless 
lowering of taxes, the limiting of minori-
ty rights, and the raping of social 
programs any day. 
My solution? Vote NDP. Jack Layton 
has emerged in the past couple weeks as a 
confident leader who is trying to make 
parliament work for Canadians. Why 
resort to more corruption as a solution to 
corruption? I say it's time to give a new 
party a chance. Then, when they get cor-
rupt, we can go back to loving the 
Liberals again. 
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My Prediction-Nothing Much Happens 
I like to think of myself as a bit of a contrarian at heart. I tend to be very distrustful of things "everyone" 
supposedly knows. Conventional wisdom 
is often wrong, especially in politics. Last 
fall, it was the "conventional wisdom" 
among many, that George W Bush would 
probably not 9e re-elected. Years prior, 
the "conventional wisdom" predicted his 
father would. Premature speculation 
about the outcomes of elections based on 
little more than gut feelings and media 
hype can often turn pundits into asses 
faster than you can say "Dewey defeats 
Truman." 
Today, the latest bit of conventional 
wisdom floating around the world of the 
political pundits is that the revelations of 
the Gomery Inquiry regarding the high-
profile Sponsorship Scandal have 
effectively sealed the fate of the Liberal 
Party of Canada. Many are now talking 
about Prime Minister Stephen Harper as 
an inevitable outcome that is merely a 
matter of "when" and not "if." While I 
would personally like nothing more than 
to see Harper become Prime Minister, 
fmally putting an end to over a decade of 
unbroken Liberal rule in Ottawa, I have 
yet to see any serious justifications for this 
current era of Conservative euphoria. My 
own suspicion is that whatever current 
boost in support the Conservative Party is 
enjoying is ultimately little more than a 
predictable reaction to the most damning 
testimonials of the Gomery Inquiry. Far 
from representing an increasing trend, the 
Conservative popularity has likely already 
peaked, and can now only proceed to go 
downhill. By this time next year, 
Conservatives will likely be looking back 
at the spring of 2005 as the season of 
naive optimism. 
In a sane world, the Liberals would 
suffer an enormous defeat in an emer-
gency election. This is a party, after all, 
that has quite blatantly been laundering 
money for at least the last half-decade, 
funneling huge sums of taxpayer cash to 
corporate buddies, who in turn have pro-
ceeded to funnel it into the Liberal Party's 
election warchest. Having stolen tax dol-
lars to strengthen a political party and 
ruling regime, the Liberals are now on par 
with other historical kleptocrats such as 
Ferdinand Marcos and Manuel Noriega. 
The main difference, of course, is that 
while those two charmers were ultimately 
overthrown, Paul Martin and his gang are 
likely to remain in office for a long time to 
come. 
Problem one is the media. Despite 
their often-fevered coverage of the spon-
sorship mess and the splashy front pages 
of many newspapers, the Canadian media, 
by and large, has generally done a poor 
job of covering the scandal. When I talk 
to friends and neighbours about the issue, 
most only have the vaguest notions of 
what exactly the papers are going on 
about. They'll know there's some sort of 
scandal, and they'll know it involves 
money, but not much more than that. I 
don't know why the media is having such 
a hard time making the scandal easy to 
understand. "The Liberals are stealing tax 
dollars to fund their party'' seems like a 
pretty apt summary to me. Unfortunately, 
the contemporary Canadian news media 
doesn't seem to find this angle "sexy" 
enough. Instead, we've been given page 
after page of excruciatingly boring recaps 
of public testimony in which people 
we've never heard of make statements on 
things we don't understand. No revolu-
tion is ever going to be launched by a 
headline like, "Guite alleges pressures 
were made during meeting with 
Gagliano." The media's obsession with 
the details has killed what should be the 
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Right Hook 
J.J. McCullough, OP Columnist 
central simplicity of the story. 
Over the last few years, the public has 
been fed so much vague, confusing infor-
mation on various un-sexy Liberal 
scandals (remember "Shawinigate"?) that 
it will hardly be unsurprising if the Ad-
Scam episode fails to garner much 
long-term outrage. Both Liberals and 
Conservatives alike have already reached 
the point where scandals in the Liberal 
Party are simply an inescapable fact of 
life. They may prompt moments of brief 
anger, but such feelings quickly melt into 
traditional Canadian apathy and musings 
about "politics as usual." Right now, 
Canadians may be telling pollsters they're 
outraged simply because they feel they 
"should be," and don't want to appear 
dumb or complacent. As the weeks go 
on, however, other issues will begin to 
gradually replace the memories of a scan-
dal no one really understood in the first 
place. 
The inherent contradictions of recent 
polls seem to prove this. Last week the 
National Post released a poll putting 
Conservative support at around 36 per-
cent-the highest level in decades. Yet 
the very same poll indicates that 65 per-
cent of Canadians agree with the prime 
minister that an election should only be 
called once the Gomery Inquiry releases 
its final report. Huh? Apparently, many 
voters can no longer vote Liberal with a 
clear conscience, yet feel so guilty about 
voting Conservative that they continue to 
cling to the naive belief that if we just 
give Judge Gomery "more time," some-
how everything will resolve itself. Maybe 
some last-minute surprise witness will 
claim that the entire sponsorship scandal 
was just an elaborate Candid Camera 
prank, and then we can all give a big sigh 
of relief and forget all this silly business 
about wanting to vote for Stephen 
Harper. I mean, honestly, either the 
inquiry's present revelations have been 
damning and outrageous enough to justi-
Continued on page 10 
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fy an election to toss the Liberals, or they 
haven't. To claim that a "middle ground" 
exists is rather like refusing to fire Michael 
Jackson as a babysitter. Sure, he may show 
your kids porn and sleep in the same bed, 
but let's at least let his child-molestation 
trial play out before we make any rash 
decisions. 
The other roadblock is, of course, 
Ontario. Today, when you read the histo-
ry books for the reasons why Prime 
Minister John Turner lost the 1984 elec-
tf'on to Brian Mulroney, the inherent 
"corruption" of the Liberal regime is usu-
ally listed as a key factor in explaining the 
Tory leader's landslide victory. Yet the 
corruption of the Trudeau-Turner era is 
comparatively mild next to the 
Sponsorship scandal of today. By ' 1984 
standards, a few suspicious senate and 
civil-service appointments constituted a 
major offense. Today, such allegations 
would garner little more than a collective 
yawn. The main difference in the equation 
is that in 1984, Ontario voters felt confi-
dent in turning power over to the PC 
Party, where as today, a deep-seeded dis-
trust of the new Conservatives will likely 
ensure that the Liberals manage to yet 
again sweep the province. 
In 1984, the PC's advantage was that 
the party was very much part of the 
Ontario establishment. Brian Mulroney, 
Michael Wilson, and the rest of the Tory 
elite were all well-established Ontario 
faces. They had gone to school, run busi-
nesses, and married within the province, 
or at the very least within greater 
Montreal. This, in Toronto pundit-speak, 
made the Tories "electable," a word you'll 
never hear them use in regard to Stephen 
Harper or his party. In Ontario, you see, 
many still buy into the belief that Canada 
is best understood by the "two founding 
nations" myth, in which Ontario and 
Quebec form the only relevant con-
stituent pieces of Canada, with 
everywhere else being largely superfluous. 
Thus, while electing a prime minister who 
can barely speak English is considered 
perfectly acceptable, electing a guy from 
Alberta would be akin to electing an Inuit 
from Nunavut. He'd still technicai!J be 
Canadian, but not as Canadian as some-
one from one of the "founding nations." 
Despite what many allege, this reality 
is not simply a matter of Ontario being 
"less conservative" than the west, or oth-
erwise scared off by the Conservative 
Party's ideological "extremism." While 
one could use such an argument to justify 
the party's unpopularity in Quebec, 
Douglas Word on the Street 
Kat Code, OP Photographer 
Ontario, by contrast, is the province that 
twice elected Mike Harris to power-a 
man who remains one of the most radical 
Conservative leaders in Canadian history. 
There is not much difference between 
what Harris said in 1997 or 1999 and what 
the CPC is saying today-in fact, one 
could even argue that in some respects the 
latter actually holds the less hard-line 
stance on many issues. The only readily 
apparent divergence is that while Harris 
lived down the street, Harper lives several 
provinces over. Conservative ideas are all 
well and good, as long as they come from 
the mouth of someone from the right 
province and right background. When 
conservative ideas come from someone 
from Alberta, or even BC, however, they 
suddenly become manifestations of red-
neckism and savagery. By embracing 
stereotypes, hypo<:risy is thus avoided. 
I'm not an Ontarian, and I won't pre-
tend to understand their apparently 
all-powerful aversion towards western 
politicians. They may fear a western prime 
minister will change the Senate and dimin-
ish Ontario's present dominance of the 
upper chamber. They may worry that a 
westerner doesn't understand the Toronto 
business climate. Or maybe they just dis-
like the sight of plaid shirts. I don't know. 
If the past has been any indication, how-
ever, it would not surprise me to learn that 
the voters of that province are more con-
tent to live with familiar corruption than 
with a gang of "foreigners" they don't 
trust. 
In short, the 2005 election will likely 
be little different from the one we had in 
2004. 
Voters will initially be vaguely con-
cerned with the sponsorship scandal, but 
the Liberals will quickly brush this away 
by reciting their usual talking points of 
healthcare, national daycare, and how to 
best keep the dreaded Americans at bay. 
Within weeks, Ad Scam will have merely 
become yet another trivial issue that the 
Liberals will reduce to a ten-second sound 
byte about "fighting corruption," hidden 
within a myriad of what they will no 
doubt describe as "more pressing con-
cerns." Ontario voters will in turn once 
again be satisfied to vote for the crooks, 
not the rednecks, and the "natural govern-
ing party'' will once again retain its divine 
status as the perpetual leader of all 
Canadians, for all time. Maybe even with a 
majority government. 
So that's my prediction. Prove me 
wrong, Canadian people. Prove me 
wrong. 
As you may or may not be aware, we have a provincial election on the horizon. May 17, to be exact. Other Press photographer Kat Code took to the streets of New 
Westminster to find out which students are planning on voting, and who they're voting for. 
Andrew Valiquette: 
"I wasn't planning on [voting] .. .I'm unaware 
of the candidates and their policies, and 
pretty much anything that has to do with the 
government. I don't feel motivated to vote." 
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RandiLang: 
"Yes, I'm planning on voting. Probably for 
the NDP. .. d1ey want to lower tuition for 
students, so I figure that would be better for 
me." 
Peter Grin: 
"I'm definitely going to vote in the upcoming 
elections. I'm still undecided, because I'm 
not able to vote in the area where I'm run-
ning, so I'd like to meet the candidates that 
are actually running in my area first, and then 
I'll be voting on the candidate." 
Peter Grin is a candidate of the BC Marijuana 
Party, running in the Burquidam riding. 
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fnergy ffficiency Shouldn't Just be for Those Who Can nfford it 
I magine you only have a small amount of money and you have to decide between spending it on food 
for your hungry family or paying your 
heating bill. What would you do? 
I thought so--so would I. 
Fortunately, most of us aren't in that 
position. We can afford to feed our fami-
lies and pay our heat and hydro bills. But 
for low-income Canadians, dealing with 
hydro and heating bills takes a back seat to 
covering basic necessities like food, cloth-
ing, and shelter. 
In the UK, the term "fuel poverty" is 
used to describe low-income residents 
who have trouble paying their fuel bills. 
The UK is not alone. Millions of 
Canadians are in the same situation. The 
plight of Canada's poor might not seem 
like it would affect the environment, but it 
does. And that indirectly affects all of us. 
Low-income housing has become syn-
onymous with low-quality housing. 
Canada's poorest, often the elderly or sin-
gle parents with young children, are 
forced to live in homes that lack adequate 
insulation and have outdated furnaces and 
inefficient appliances. Not only are these 
homes less comfortable, they also waste 
tremendous amounts of energy-which 
is bad for the environment and our health. 
Since more energy is required to oper-
ate these homes, more fossil fuels like oil 
and gas often need to be burned. And that 
leads to more air pollution and more cli-
mate-disrupting gases emitted into the 
atmosphere-the same gases the 
Canadian government has promised to 
reduce under the Kyoto Protocol. 
Low-quality housing is essentially a 
double-whammy. It drives up heating bills 
for people who can't afford it and leads to 
more pollution for all of us. With the 
price of fossil fuels, such as oil and gas, so 
high, many Canadians are even forced to 
sacrifice necessities to pay their monthly 
heat and hydro bills. 
For many homeowners, living in a 
drafty house is an expensive annoyance 
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that they can fix by adding insulation, 
blocking air leaks, updating windows, or 
investing in a high-efficiency furnace. 
Canada's federal government also has a 
great program called the EnerGuide for 
houses, which provides incentives for 
homeowners who want to make energy-
saving retrofits. And there's the rub. The 
program is only available to homeowners, 
not rental housing, where most low-
income people live. 
While the EnerGuide program is a 
9ood step in the right direction, we're far 
behind other countries in working 
towards widespread energy-efficient 
retrofits for our homes. The US and UK, 
for example, have both already invested 
heavily in affordable energy-efficiency 
advertise 
with us! 
retrofits for low-income consumers. 
Making low-income homes more ener-
gy-efficient would reduce 
climate-disrupting errusswns while 
improving the living conditions for 
Canada's poorest citizens. It would al~o 
create construction jobs in cities and 
towns across the country. And the most 
vulnerable of our citizens would see lower 
hydro and heating bills and live in more 
comfortable homes. 
For change like this to occur, it must 
come from the top down. The federal 
government could start with a new pro-
gram to improve home energy efficiency 
for low-income Canadians. Right now, 
there is a glaring hole in the EnerGuide 
program that essentially puts energy effi-
we're easier than 
we look. 
. ' . erm, tt s easter 
than it looks. 
ciency out of the reach of millions of 
Canadians. That isn't fair. Bringing sub-
standard housing up to a livable level 
should be a priority for our federal gov-
ernment, and it wouldn't take long to get 
a return on that investment in terms of 
energy savings. 
Canada's Kyoto plan has a number of 
weak points-including very low targets 
for our industrial emitters. But there are 
lots of ways to improve it that would cre-
ate jobs, strengthen our economy, and 
improve our quality of life. We can start 
by helping those who need it most. 
Take the Nature Challenge and learn 
more at www.davidsuzuki.org 
contact Ivan Reygadas 
kinggadas@yahoo.ca the other press 
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Weezer 
(with guests, Ringside) 
Commodore Ballroom, April 26 
Oh Weezer, how you have been disrespected over the 
last few years. With the poppy and redundant Green 
Album prompting many of your long-time fans to cast 
off their sweater vests and black-rimmed specs in dis-
gust, and the 40-rninute glam-rock tribute that was 
Maladroit, whatever can you do to bring back the flock? 
Well, a good start with fans in Vancouver would be 
to kick off your tour here after a two-year absence. 
Check. 
Another good next step would be to eliminate most 
of the music people don't like from your setlist and 
stick to old favourites and new material from your 
record Make Believe. Check. 
And hey, as an added touch, why not make 
the new music a little more introspective and a 
little less poppy than the records that offended 
so many. Check. 
Wow ... good job, Weezer! 
While the new tracks Weezer previewed 
sold-out Commodore Ballroom were 
anything but anti-pop, they were a 
far cry from anything the band 
has done before. "Such a Pity," 
the first new track featured, 
had a damned near 80s new-
wave feeling, with guitarist 
Brian Bell rocking the 
synth rather than the axe. 
Another favourite, ''We 
Are All On Drugs," 
was a hilarious head 
bobber warning about a 
drug-laden lifestyle. Mix 
this with many of the big 
singles and sweet surpris-
es ("In The Garage," 
"Tired of Sex," and "My 
Name is Jonas") and 
you've got one very 
entertaining show. 
As a long-time fan of 
\X'eezer who never really lost 
faith, understanding as I do that 
bands need to do different things to not 
go insane, I can say that this seems like a 
nice new path for a band that has always 
walked an interesting line between top-
40 hit machines and indie-rock gods. 
And if nothing else, they're still using 
the big light-up ''W" in their stage 
sho\\: And that has to count for 
something. 
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e Decemberists 
Ballroom, April 30 
in a while a CD comes along that just infects your mind. You can't get the 
your head, you need to listen to it all the time, your friends and family 
worried, etc. The D ecemberists' latest CD, Picaresque, did just that for me. 
I heard the band was coming to town, after being forced to reschedule 
date when their touring trailer wi th most of their instruments was stolen, 
in attendance. 
truly starfed to grow as I waited at the front of the stage watch-
trttm<enl:s being brought out. Everything from a violin and standup bass to 
was added to the normal rock-band fare. What the relatively small 
audience was treated to was an hour and a half of storytelling, charm, 
rarely experienced at concerts nowadays. While many pick on The 
for having shallow lyrics, there is certainly a high level of artistry and 
each little story told. It's fun to sit back and listen to even the songs you 
as each has something about it that draws you in and enchants you. 
is difficult not to have a stupendous evening when the whole band is just 
the whole time they are on stage. Rarely in all my concert-seeing days 
a band that looked to generally elated to be on stage together and in 
appreciative crowd. This was further emphasized in their encore number 
Revenge Song," which tells the story of a man seeking revenge on his 
The man finds revenge finally when both he and the killer are the only 
f an attack by a giant whale; the mariner tells his tale to his soon-to-be vic-
within the whale's gut. At the appropriate moment in the song the band 
had the whole audience scream and moan as if they were being eaten by 
a giant whale, all the while thrashing around on stage having a joyous 
time. Excellen t show. 
(w1th 
Mesa Luna, April 27 
The Mesa Luna sucks. It's hard to see, you can't take a good picture, and natural 
light rolls in until it gets dark. Thus any bands that can make this venue enjoyable 
get kudos from me. And so, I must officially give kudos to the bands on this bill. 
In fact, they get bonus kudos for being a perfect cross-section of the areas of 
Canada I have lived in. 
Every band had its own charms. Married to Music, while certainly not my 
favourite type of music Qots of heavy guitars and nonsensical screaming), never-
theless ·won my heart with the lead singer/ guitarist's penchant for leaving the stage 
to fall over and bump into people in the crowd. Plus, any man who finishes a set 
playing guitar in the men's room gets props from this music fan. 
The Constantines deli\'crcd a different type of enjoyment. Hailing from my 
birthplace of Guelph, Ontario, these boys have been turning heads for their sweet 
mix of arty, complex song construction with good oJd. fashioned rocking out. It 
was a very enjoyable set. 
Last, but certainly not least, carne the Weakerthans. Being both outspoken 
lovers and critics of their hometown of Winnipeg, these boys have always resonat-
ed with me, a former \X'innipegger myself (I got many odd looks for sporting my 
May 11/2005 
Winnipeg Jets shirt.) From John K. Samson's perma-srnile, to the birthday cake 
and balloons for guitarist Stephen Carroll, to the gigantic finale with all the mem-
bers of the Constantines-few bands seem to enjoy themselves more than the 
Weakerthans on stage. All this, and the crowd was able to sit back and enjoy the 
band's unique brand of not-quite-pop rock that only the Weakerthans seem to do 
well. Perhaps it's the subtle but not overpowering punk influences, or perhaps it is 
Samson's understated vocals-it remains a mystery ... but a good mystery. 
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nsian film Gives Hollywood Much-Needed Kick In nss 
lain W. Reeve, A&E Editor 
I 'm sure I'm not alone in my mixed emotions leading into the summer movie season. Like most people, I 
pray that maybe, just maybe, the 
Hollywood crap machine will go totally 
crazy and decide to offer up some high-
quality cinema to help me pass my 
scorching summer afternoons in air-
conditioned darkness. But most years I 
am sadly disappointed. So what's one to 
do if they want to find some good films 
that don't subscribe to the constant 
barrage of recycled romantic comedies, 
buddy movies, and explosion-ridden, 
chauvinistic action films? See what's 
cooking in the East, that's what. From 
the late great Akira Kurosawa, to the 
modern success of such films as 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon, Hero, and 
House if F!Jing Daggers, Asian film has 
made an impact on both film viewers 
and film makers in North America. The 
two following brilliant, and very differ-
ent, films from China and Korea are 
currently in theatres. 
Old bog 
0/dboy, by critically acclaimed Korean 
director Chan-wook Park, was a big 
winner at Cannes in 2004, receiving 
grand adulation from Quentin 
Tarantino in particular. The film is bru-
tal, twisted, and often times painful to 
watch. It is everything a masterfully 
crafted story about revenge should be. 
The sheer level of cruelty and tragedy 
displayed in the film harkens back to 
the greatest tragedies of Shakespeare. 
The story follows a man named Dae-Su 
who is mysteriously kidnapped and 
imprisoned in a small hotel-type room 
for 15 years. He is gassed, hypnotized, 
and never receives any explanation as to 
why he is there. When he is finally 
released, he goes on a search for 
revenge. Along the way he encounters a 
young girl named Mi-Do, the two find-
ing themselves instantly drawn to each 
other. The story is a truly powerful, and 
emotionally confusing, one. The char-
acters often carry a significant moral 
detachment from many situations, 
which is an interesting cross between 
surrealism and embellishment of true 
Korean emotional norms. 
The camera work and use of colour 
and shadow are the true treat here. No 
two scenes are shot the same; in fact it 
almost feels as though no two shots are 
the same. From brilliant odd-angle 
closeups, to a shot that follows Dae-Su 
for about three minutes down a hallway 
as he fights off a whole gang of thugs, 
the show is a clinic for any cinematog-
raphy enthusiasts. 
While this film presents the very 
serious side of Asian film, our next film 
does the exact opposite. 
Kung fu Hustle 
This film's director/ writer /producer/ 
lead actor Stephen Chow has been a 
life-long fan of Kung-Fu movies and 
comedy. He manages to meld both into 
a ftlm that seamlessly moves between 
absurd comedy and classic Kung-Fu. 
The film's premise is simple enough, a 
small run-down neighbourhood in 
1930s China accidentally runs afoul of 
the toughest gang in the nearby city: 
The Axe Gang. The peasants, however, 
are protected from the gang when, inci-
dentally, just about every second 
person in the neighbourhood is a mar-
tial-arts master. Thus proving the 
long-held stereotype that every Chinese 
person has some knowledge of the 
deadly arts. As the town's tailor 
exclaims: "It's no crime to be good at 
Kung-Fu!'' And so the film progresses 
Les Bandes Dessinees Sont Bonne Nourriture 
Jason Webb, OP Contributor 
L ike most comic-book readers, I'm pretty excited about DC's Infinite Crisis, and rest assured: 
this epic is going to render superhero 
fans comatose with its sheer scope. 
Lately though, I've been searching for 
new material. Comics sold on the racks 
have left me, like many readers, feeling 
as though I am missing out on some-
thing. My recent visit to Paris was not 
only an opportunity to gorge myself on 
rich food and cheap wine, but to hunt 
down some European titles. 
France, like most European coun-
tries, imports all the great North 
American titles, but their homegrown 
artists and writers create gorgeous 
works of art. French comics, or bandes 
14 I www.theotherpress.ca 
dessinees (BD for short) tend to be in 
large, hardcover format. Unlike most 
North American comics, each comic is 
generally a self-contained story, rather 
than monthly "episodes" that eventual-
ly form a story arc. For beginners, 
reading such French classics as Astirix 
and TinTin (despite their insensitive 
handling of ethnicity) are a great way of 
warming up to Euro-comics. 
More obscure titles, however, can be 
difficult to find in Canada. Most books 
can be ordered online, but be sure to 
treat yourself when a translated edition 
makes its way to your local comic shop. 
One recent import I recommend is 
Bfacksad (Dargaud), a gritty detective 
series set in a world populated by, if you 
can believe it, anthropomorphic ani-
mals. Written by Juan Diaz Canales 
and illustrated by Juanjo Guarnido, 
French publishers knew they had a 
winner on their hands. Canales' sto-
ries are straightforward detective 
plots pulled out of your favourite 
Bogart film. The art is stunning in 
this sucker. Guarnido captures a 
wide range of emotions for each 
character, unlike anything seen in 
popular comics. The pacing is deli-
ciously cinematic, with each frame 
moving the story along at breakneck 
speed, but slows right down to 
deliver the heavy emotional punch. 
God, I love Paris. 
in classic Kung-Fu movie form: one 
seemingly indestructible opponent is 
defeated by a better fighter, till that 
fighter is defeated by another, and so 
on and so on till the end. 
While watching the film it occurred 
to me that the Kung-fu form resembles 
that of pornography, wherein every sit-
uation becomes a valid time to have 
sex. Yes, just as porn teaches us that any 
situation containing consenting adults 
is an orgy in the making, Kung-Fu films 
teach us that simple daily activities such 
as shopping or gardening can turn into 
arenas for mortal combat. And this film 
fearlessly uses its surroundings to cre-
ate fight scenes as jaw dropping as any 
in Crouching Tiger or similar films, but 
without the fear of falling into the 
absurd. With hilarious references to 
films such as The Shining, Chicago, and 
The Matrix, and a cast of well-played 
characters, Kung Fu Hustle makes for 
one thoroughly enjoyable, though plot-
wise predictable, slugfest. 
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lines nre the New Books 
Stephanie Or, OP Contributor 
Recently, I've found myself unem-
ployed and not entirely motivated to 
find a new job--which leaves me with 
a lot of time on my hands. So, each 
night I flnd something to distract 
myself with until the wee hours of the 
morning. cfri.e fateful night, continuing 
this routine, I was in bed but unable to 
sleep. I rummaged through my collec-
tion of "to-read" books but wasn't 
completely gung-ho on the idea of 
reading something I wasn't going to 
finish in one sitting. It was then that I 
remembered my pile of unread zincs .... 
Applicant, edited by Jesse Reklaw 
While recycle-bin diving (it's kind of 
like dumpster diving but cleaner) at an 
unnamed Ivy League university, Jesse 
Reklaw found some discarded files 
from the 60s. These files were comple-
mented with pictures of potential 
biology PhD applicants, and featured 
unrestrained remarks made by employ-
ers and former professors. Reklaw 
rescued the files and kept them. Only 
later did he realize it was zinc-worthy 
material. This zine reads like an episode 
of The Apprentice crossed with (actual) 
reality and every bit as cringe- worthy. 
One of my favourite captions was: She 
reminds me if a racehorse in the starting gate 
waiting to be released. 
Cojfeeshop Crushes, edited by 
Nicole Georges and Jon Van Oast 
Admit it! You have a crush on your caf-
feine haunt's barista. There's no shame 
in it, honestly. I worked across from a 
Starbucks for years and my coworkers 
and I all had a mini-crush on "Scruffy" 
the bearded barista. Nothing came of 
this but we always had fun staring at 
him from across the concourse. (See, 
no shame at all). Coffeeshop Crushes is a 
collection of stories and comics of 
unrequited, and sometimes requited, 
coffee-shop crushes. Some stories were 
from former baristas who had people 
crushing on them. Silly stories and sad 
stories- they're all here. 
Invincible Summer (an anthology), 
by Nicole J. Georges 
To be fair, Invincible Summer is actually a 
book of zincs (the first eight issues of 
zines of the same name). I cannot 
begin to tell you how much I love this. 
This anthology chronicles the last five 
years of Nicole's life-heartbreaks, 
crappy jobs, a move to a new city 
(Portland), vegan recipes, and lots of 
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lists. Nicole's cute little doodles make 
this a gem. I could go on and on about 
this or you could go find your own 
copy. I'd prefer the latter, and so should 
you. 
A Rough Guide to Bicycle 
Maintenance, by Shelley 
This is a rough-but-comprehensive 
mini-guide to bicycle maintenance. 
Shelley includes easy-to-understand 
diagrams and step-by-step instructions. 
She has an index of tools and divides 
them into three categories, ranging 
from essential to size-specific to your 
bicycle. There's also a detailed guide to 
fixing an unsealed one-speed hub. She's 
even included a little note on how to 
properly lock up your bike. You'd be 
surprised how careless or unaware peo-
ple are sometimes--once, my friends 
lifted (literally) a locked bike up from 
the pole it was "locked" to and rode 
around a basketball court with it. 
Salt & Slush, by Sarah and Sonia 
This little cook zine is aesthetically 
pleasing and incredibly useful. Coming 
from Nova Scotia, these girls know win-
ter. These vegetarian/vegan recipes will 
help you through the more depressing 
aspects of winter: sickness, the cold, 
budget restraints, even an abundance of 
turnips. There are recipes for leek-and-
potato soup, miso soup, and 
turnip-and-beer muffins. Yes, turnip 
and beer muffins. Go figure. 
Zen and the Art of Brownie 
Making, by Josh Russell 
I hate brownies. I really do. However, I 
was convinced that I absolutely had to 
read this zinc. I kept putting it off, but 
when I finally finished reading his zine, 
I have to admit I was a little smitten 
with both Russell and brownies. Russell 
talks about how brownies are "punk" 
and gives you a brief intro to the con-
fectionary (titled "Brownie 101 "). He 
includes vegan recipes as well as 
reviews for boxed mixes. The zine also 
comes with a hand-stenciled poster 
(photocopied) of Russell eating brown-
ies and declaring his love for them. He 
even throws in a few of his more inter-
esting recipes, inventions that include 
Cadbury Cream Eggs and Musketeer 
bars, playfully named "Joshgasm." Oh, 
Josh! 
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This is Your Last Chance, 
•• George Lucas ,\\~ T his installment of the idiot box is 
lain W. Reeve, A&E Editor 
for Star Wars fans only, so if you 
are not one you should probably 
move on, as I'm about to get pretty geeky. 
Revenge of the Sith comes out this week, 
and I'm not holding my breath. I have 
been a Star Wars fan since my parents first 
sat me down to be terrified by Jabba the 
Hutt when I was only about four or five 
years old. I then went on to be enchanted 
by A New Hope with repeated viewings in 
a friend's basement (he had a copy of the 
film recorded off TV onto betamax) . The 
love affair was concluded when I saw The 
Shin Megani Tensei.· Digital Devil Saga 
Nick Hogg, Long Lost OP Game Guy 
Y ou think you've gotten rid of game guy? That I 've been silenced? Think again. 
You might think that some govern-
ment agency has silenced me, or that I was 
taken down by an angry mob of hippies, 
or worse, Xbox fans. But the truth is, I 
was lazy and spent far too much time on 
homework, and Disgaea, which is 
better than homework. But I'm 
back to mention Digital Devil Saga 
(DDS), an RPG where you not 
only fight demons, you are 
demons. And you eat other 
demons. Dare I call it demon-riff-
ic? Maybe, but it's about time that 
a RPG lets me devour my tasty 
foes, for God's sake. There's a lob-
ster demon-how can you pass 
that up? But if you're a vegetarian, 
I don't think this game is for you. 
There are no demon vegetables in 
the game. 
DDS comes in a fancy large 
box that's meant to hold DDS 1 
and the sequel DDS 2, which 
comes out at the end of summer. 
Included in the box is a soundtrack 
for the game, I do have to say it's 
nice to get an RPG soundtrack for 
once when buying the game that 
actually contains all of the songs 
from the game. As for the music , 
it's a lot of slow piano pieces, 
mixed with soft- to hard-rock pieces, most 
of which are really good. And in typical 
Atlus fashion they found some band most 
people have never heard of to do a song 
for the opening, a band called Ero Anime, 
who did a song called "Danger," which 
isn't included on the soundtrack. While 
I'm still in the packaging realm, DDS is a 
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bit of an oddity without a strategy guide. 
Maybe I'm lazy, but I like having guides so 
I don't have to do any guesswork with 
bosses, or use scan every second fight 
because I forgot what electric tigers are 
weak against. 
As for the graphics, I'm so happy to 
see that some companies are tired of 
making games that have to look like 
they're real. Digital Devil Saga uses cell 
shading to achieve the effect of drawn art. 
No matter what's going on, the art style is 
apparent. I absolutely love this aspect. I 
seriously wish more game companies 
would take this approach, instead of mak-
ing the most realistic water ever, or the 
Empire Strikes Back while recovering from 
an ear operation. The odd order I saw the 
movies in caused me to believe that Darth 
Vader had risen from the dead after Return 
of thejedi. 
So there I was in 1999, lined up to see 
the midnight showing of The Phantom 
Menace, only to be disappointed to the 
point of nearly vomiting. It was only after 
many successive viewings, all the while 
praying somehow that this movie was bet-
ter than I thought it was, and the 
realization that I was not the only disillu-
sioned fan out there, that I came to accept 
it. 
Attack of the Clones surpassed all expec-
tations and was even bigger garbage. I was 
astonished that as bad as little Jake Uoyd 
was at playing baby Darth Vader, some-
how local " talent" Hayden Christiensen 
most advanced boob-jiggle engine ever 
conceived. 
I'd like to explain what the game's 
story is about, but I've finished it and I 
still don't really know what's going on. 
Basically, these people live in tribes in a 
place called the junkyard. These tribes 
were in a never-ending battle to destroy 
each other, until a weird object showed up 
in the middle of the battlefield. This 
object cursed everyone by giving them the 
ability to turn into demons. Oh, and a 
mysterious girl named Sera appears with 
the power to help control this curse. The 
game does have some pace issues, the 
dungeons are rather long and the story 
managed to do worse at playing angsty 
young adult Vader. Well this is it, Lucas. 
I'm done going in with high expectations 
and being disappointed by horrid acting 
and cash-grab characters like Jar-Jar Binks. 
I'm expecting Luke and Leia to be Obi-
Wan's kids. I'm expecting Kermit the Frog 
to show up and engage in mortal combat 
with Yoda. I'm expecting Chewbaca to 
turn out to be made up of five Ewoks that 
join together Voltron style to fight evil. 
I'm ready for anything you've got, you 
bastard! And if you somehow manage to 
screw up the amazing story of Anakin 
falling to the dark side, so help me I'll 
come down to Skywalker Ranch and 
force-feed you every piece of Star Wars 
merchandise I own. And I hope you've 
got all day, Lucas, cause I have a lot of 
Star Wars crap. 
sequences are kind of short. But this can 
easily be overlooked since the story is very 
interesting; it's one of those mystery-type 
things where the more it reveals the more 
questions you have. Plus, it's got one the 
best turn-based battle systems I've seen in 
years. It's the turn-press system: you go in 
a series of rounds with the enemy and you 
get turn icons each round. Now, 
where the fun lies is if you hit an 
enemy with something it's weak 
against, you only use half a turn, 
meaning that by playing on weak-
nesses, you get more attacks. But 
on the flip side, if you use an 
attack the enemy is strong against, 
you lose two turns. What this 
makes you do is play smart. You 
can't just go into fights and cast 
whatever you want; you've actual-
ly got to think the battle through. 
And the best thing is that you 
can't really over-level in this game, 
levels are pretty much meaning-
less. It's all based on taking the 
proper skill. Case in point: regular 
random encounters can kill you 
quite easily by exploiting your 
weaknesses. So, basically, the 
game can be pretty challenging 
and quite a bit of fun. 
What we have then, is an 
excellent looking cell-shaded 
game, with an impressive sound-
track, solid turn-based battle system that 
emphasizes strategy, and demons who eat 
other demons. What more is there to ask 
for? I'm just hoping the sequel due out 
late this summer will answer most of the 
questions in the story, but this is shaping 
up to be one of the better RPGs I've seen 
in 05. 
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CHECKERBOARD NIGHTMARE by Ktistofer Straub medium larue b't' Mardullan 
CAMPUS EVENTS 
The Amelia Douglas Gallery presents Barbara 
Boldt (paintings), and Judy Burke (ceramics) 
To May 26. For Gallery times, call 604-527-5465 
THEATRE 
Shadowlands 
To May 28, Pacific Theatre 
Pacific Theatre is proud to present Shadowlands, by 
William Nicholson. When C.S. Lewis meets the outspo-
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ken Jewish-American poet Joy Davidman, his sheltered 
Oxford life is upended. Only the prospect of losing her 
reveals the depth of his feelings, as painful realities col-
lide with the reassuring childhood fantasies of The Lon, 
the Witch, and the Wardrobe. An intimate, true story of 
faith and doubt. 
For tickets, call604.731.5518 
Opening Night 
June 1-25, The Burr Theatre 
It's opening night at the theatre-the author is nervous, 
the actors impossible, and Bob just wants to take his 
!*#@ tie off!! But his wife makes him sit through possi-
bly the worst new play ever conceived in this hysterically 
funny "backstage" play by Canada's premier writer of 
comedies, Norm Foster. 
This classic of the modern theatre brings to a resound-
ing close the Burr Theatre's 2004/05 Season. For tickets, 
call 604.523.2877 
CONCERTS 
Ravi Shankar 
Caravan World Rhythms presents legendary sitar virtu-
oso Shankar (84), performing with his daughter 
Anoushka and tabla player Tanmoy Bose. May 15, 
7:30pm, Orpheum Theatre (Seymour & Smithe). Tickets 
A tle.w. ~IER COOI<IE 
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from $35 to $65 (plus service charges and fees) at 
Ticketmaster, 604.280.4444 
Modest Mouse 
The Georgia Straight and Zulu Records present Epic 
recording artists from Issaquah, Wash., performing tunes 
from latest CD, Good News for People Who Love Bad News, 
with guests Camper Van Beethoven. May 25 and 26, 
8pm, Queen Elizabeth Theatre (Hamilton & Dunsmuir) . 
Tickets $31 (plus service charges and fees) at 
Ticketmaster, 604-280-4444. Tickets also at Zulu, 
Scratch, Highlife, and Noize! Records 
Snoop Dog/The Game 
Double bill of gangsta rappers from Compton, 
California ("Gin & Juice"/"How We Do''). May 29, 
7:30pm, Pacific Coliseum (Hastings & Renfrew). Tickets 
$59.50/49.50/39.50 (plus service charges and fees) at 
Ticketmaster, 604-280-4444 
Barenaked Ladies 
Whimsical pop-rockers from Toronto ("If I Had 
$1,000,000'') perform at a benefit for the World Wildlife 
Fund. May 31, 8pm, Orpheum Theatre (Seymour & 
Smithe). Tickets from $39.50 to $250 (plus service 
charges and fees) at Ticketmaster, 604-280-4444 
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The New "Creativity" in Hollywood 
for everyone who loves The Baseball furies, thinks the dog is the coolest character in The Hills Have lges, or that Westworldis ten times better than Jurassic Park. 
Kevin Welsh, Features Editor 
"Predator begins like Rambo and ends like 
Alien, and in today's Hollywood, that's 
creativity"-Roger Ebert, 1987 
If Roger Ebert was bothered by 
Hollywood's creative approach in 
1987, I shudder to think what his 
reaction to current creativity is. 
Over the past few years, walking 
through the New Releases section of my 
local video store has been like stepping 
into a time capsule-only things aren't 
quite the same as I remember. These 
aren't original films with original ideas. 
These are the remakes: Gone in 60 Seconds, 
Walking Tal4 Dawn of the Dead, The Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre, Get Carter, Psycho, 
Rollerbal4 Oceans Eleven, The Stepford Wives, 
and too many others to mention. For a 
connoisseur of films from the 1970s, this 
is an unsettling trend. It also goes one 
step further than anything Roger Ebert 
observed in 1987, for there is little evi-
dence this trend is slowing down. 
Currently in various facets of production 
are remakes of The Warriors, The Hills Have 
Eyes, Logans !Vm, Suspiria, The Fog, 
Westworld, The Evil Dead, and The Wicker 
Man. 
How dare they. 
Of course, any review of cultural or 
artistic trends is subjective, but the 
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reviewer must also strive for 
objectivity. (But I don't want to 
strive for objectivity-! want to 
rant and stomp and throw a 
tantrum. I want MY movies back!) 
It's not easy being a horror, sci-fi, 
or fantasy fan-it never has been. 
There's always been so much crap to 
wade through before finding something 
with substance and merit, the diamond in 
the rough. That's what makes MY movies 
so special-they were actually good. 
I want new good movies. 
Remakes happen, they always 
have. Some remakes have all my 
admiration, particularly Invasion of 
the Bot!J Snatchers, The Thing, and David 
Cronenberg's wonderful version of 
The F!J. However, I cannot condone the 
stature of this trend. Has Hollywood real-
ly gotten this lazy? Have all the original 
ideas been accounted for? If producers 
are fighting over the rights to remake a 
film like The Fog, which isn't that good and 
has virtually no name recognition today, I 
have to wonder if they're ever going to 
stop. What's next? Its Alive? Death Race 
2000? A Clockwork Orange? Over 
Stanley Kubrick's dead body, I'm 
sure ... or maybe I should stop before 
I give anyone any more bad ideas. 
Still, credit where credit is due. 
Many of the recent remakes 
haven't been bad f!lms. Taken as 
separate entities, they stand on 
their own two feet. The prob-
lem is they will never really be 
taken as separate entities 
because they're not. 
The Texas Chainsaw Massacre? Remade? 
Sacrilege! Just make another sequel-at 
least nobody's paying attention to those 
anymore. 
I was reluctantly impressed by the new 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre. It was well made 
and well produced. It jacked up the vio-
lence, gave us more gore, and delivered 
some scares. It's a pretty good flick. 
What the new version is missing, 
though, is the stifling atmosphere and 
intensity of its namesake. Watching Tobe 
Hooper's original is like being submerged 
in dread. When the teenagers in the origi-
nal begin venturing out on their own into 
the stark, decrepit landscape, we all know 
they are doomed. But we also know, in 
our hearts, it's not going to end in a 
"cool" death. It's not going to be creative, 
elaborate, or even gross. For those kids, 
it's simply going to end badly-plain and 
simple, unavoidable and terrifying. 
Going up against Tobe Hooper's orig-
inal, the new Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
never stood a chance. 
However, as unsettling as the idea of 
remaking The Texas Chainsa1v Massacre was, 
it was nothing compared to my reaction 
when I heard Dawn of the Dead was being 
remade. (NO! Don't do this. Somebody 
stop them. Where's George Romero? Is 
he that broke? Who remakes a sequel, 
anyways?) 
George A. Romero was always his own 
director. He worked independently, mak-
ing movies with his buddies in Pittsburgh. 
He never really seemed to give a damn 
what the studio executives thought or 
what established genre conventions were. 
He just wanted to realize his vision. As a 
result, he made fiercely original and intel-
ligent horror f!lms, and Daum of the Dead 
is his masterpiece. 
Made in 1979, Daum of the Dead was 
the follow-up to his first film, the ground-
breaking Night of the Living Dead. Set three 
weeks after the original, the story revolves 
around four survivors who hole up in 
a shopping mall, establish a quasi-
utopian consumerist society, 
and spend their down time 
shopping for themselves 
and sniping at zombies. 
Romero showed a lot 
of foresight by placing 
the action in a shopping 
mall. In 1979, malls were 
largely non-existent-
they just weren't built 
yet. Still, Romero knew 
what he was doing. He 
wasn't just lampooning 
a cultural trend. He was 
satirizing what he sus-
pected would become a 
cultural staple. He also 
managed to do it with 
zombies, outlandish 
violence, and gore fly-
ing hither-which 
makes it extra cool. 
In Romero's film, 
zombies, violence, and 
supplement and sup-
port the themes. 
There aren't 
many, if any, other gore films that can 
boast that. 
Fast forward to 2004; the new Dawn of 
the Dead is released. The new producers 
and directors plainly tried to make a qual-
ity horror film. For the most part they 
succeeded-the f!lm is rad. But that's it-
it's a rad flick with zombies in a shopping 
mall. The only comment on rampant con-
sumerism in today's society comes via a 
few obvious nods in the direction of the 
original: a few lines of dialogue and the 
obligatory shopping scene. Since these 
scenes were done so much better in the 
original they succeeded only in making me 
want to watch Romero's ftlm again. That's 
a shame, for this film deserves its own 
identity-and it easily could have had that 
if the action took place somewhere other 
than a shopping mall. 
From admirable, if not misguided, 
attempts at honouring (or cashing in 
on ... whatever) these f!lms, I should also 
point out 
~~=ESIS~~ that 
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some attempts have ended in utter, artis-
tic tragedy. Nothing fits that bill 
better than Rofferba!L (Oh, holy 
hell, no! Please, God, let 
them do this right...No, 
man, that's not right. 
That's really, really 
wrong.) 
Norman 
Jewison's 1975 film 
was a science-fiction 
masterpiece. Like Romero's use 
of zombies in Dawn of the 
Dead, Jewison used his 
brutal (and breathtaking-
ly realized) sport of 
rollerball to supple-
ment his story about 
one man standing 
up for individual 
rights in a corpo-
rate society. Not 
only was the story 
intelligent and the 
performances, particularly by James Caan 
and John Houseman, strong, but the three 
rollerball matches in the film still, today, 
seem so real. 
The remake was a complete mess. The 
sport, which in the original was a relative-
ly simple hybrid of football, motorcross, 
and hockey, was played on a figure-eight 
track and came with a ton of confusing 
rules. The film was relocated from a cor-
porate utopia to, of all places, Kazakhstan 
(no offence to the Kazakhstanis intend-
ed). Instead of John Houseman and his 
quiet, refreshingly non-violent menace, 
we got a murderous Jean Reno running 
around screaming, "I want that American 
cable deal!" 
Do you know how hard it is to get an 
American cable deal? It's called Arena 
Football. 
The real tragedy here is that few young 
viewers had ever heard of Rollerball. Now 
they have, and think it's a joke. If they see 
the original in a video store, they're going 
to pass it by. Something unique has been 
lost, or, at least, forever tainted. D igital 
effects, name actors, and bigger, louder 
explosions are replacing timely themes 
and creative use of low-budgets. 
This cash-grabbing lack of creativity is 
nauseating. Though, personally, I appreci-
ate the attempt to avoid pissing off the 
fans of the originals too much. For exam-
ple, in the new (there's that word again) 
Walking Ta/4 The Rock is striding into the 
bad guy's den with a shotgun. I used all 
my willpower to avoid yelling, "No, you're 
screwing it up. The guy in Walking Tall 
never used a gun, he used a really, really 
big stick!" But then, just in time, The 
Rock stops, thinks about it, returns to his 
pick-up truck, chucks the gun in the cab 
and grabs a 4x4 out of the back. I relaxed, 
sighed, and thought, ''At least they got 
that right." 
But I'm tired of feeling that way-I 
want something new. 
the other press is hiring! 
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Apply Now! 
Contact Amanda Aikman, Managing Editor at 
othereditor@yahoo.ca 
for more information. 
os tions Available: 
Office Manager - Immediately 
Layout - End of Summer 
Managing Editor - End of Summer 
External Relations - End of Summer 
Proofreader - End of Summer 
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The nmerican Basketball nssociation 
Growing in leaps and bounds and eventually coming to Vancouver 
Kevin Welsh, Features Editor 
T he American Basketball Association (ABA) is best known as the organization that challenged 
the National Basketball Association (NBA) 
between 1967 and 1976 as the premier pro-
fessional basketball league in the world. 
The maverick league eventually failed in its 
attempt to dethrone the NBA, but did 
make a lasting impression on the pro bas-
ketball landscape, bringing us Julius "Dr.]" 
Irving, the 3-point shot, the slam-dunk 
contest, and the red, white, and blue ball. 
Today, four original ABA clubs, the San 
Antonio Spurs, Denver Nuggets, Indiana 
Pacers, and New Jersey Nets, live on in the 
NBA. 
In the year 2000 the ABA was reborn, 
albeit not as a direct rival to the NBA. 
Today, the ABA is devoted to developing 
professional players and providing family 
entertainment at reasonable prices. It has 
also quickly become the largest profession-
al basketball league ever, and continues to 
expand on an almost daily basis. Since its 
re-inception, the ABA has grown from 
eight clubs to 52 and counting. The league 
has clubs in the US, Mexico, and Canada, 
and their website has listed Vancouver as 
an expansion city for well over a year, 
though little local press has been generated 
and the status of that franchise is current-
ly in doubt. 
The ABA tipped off its new life in 2000 
with ten charter franchises. Before the first 
game was played, two clubs, the Anaheim 
Roadrunners and New York Express, fold-
ed. The league completed its first season 
with eight teams, and the Detroit Dogs 
defeated the Chicago Skyliners for the 
inaugural championship. The ABA 
returned for the 2001/02 season with 
seven teams, yet only three of the original 
clubs remained. The league was inactive for 
the 2002/03 season before returning in 
2003/04 with seven clubs. To the casual 
observer, the league appeared to be on life 
support. 
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Before the 2004/05 season, though, the 
ABA began expanding aggressively, even-
tually welcoming 29 new clubs. At any 
given time, the number of expansion teams 
was higher or lower. It appeared to be anar-
chy: press releases would be issued 
trumpeting new teams, who sometimes 
disappeared without a trace. Vancouver 
and the Calgary Drillers were originally 
supposed to be the first two ever Canadian 
ABA franchises, but the Vancouver owners 
decided to wait until the 2005/06 season to 
commence play. 
Membership issues did not settle down 
after the season commenced. The Calgary 
Drillers failed to complete their schedule, 
though they do plan on returning next sea-
son. As well, many of the expansion teams 
were plagued with ownership troubles. 
Shortly before or during the season, the 
Atlanta Mustangs became the Vision, the 
Visalia (California) Dawgs became the 
Central Dawgs, the Cincinnati Blaze 
became the Monarchs, the Motown 
(Detroit) Jammers became the Detroit 
Wheels, the Orange County Crush became 
the Buzz, the Harlem Revival became the 
Strong Dogs, and the Philadelphia Fusion 
became the Colonials. Not content (or 
financially viable) to re-brand themselves, 
the Oklahoma City Ballhawgs relocated to 
Baton Rouge and became the marvellously 
named Louisiana Cajun Pelicans. 
What makes the ABA such an attractive 
investment to potential owners is the rela-
tive ease of securing a franchise and the 
freedom given to operate it. On the ABA 
website there is a link to reserve a market. 
According to ABA CEO Joe Newman, the 
cost to reserve a market is $20,000 (US). 
Apart from that, there is no expansion fee 
or other payments to the league. Each team 
may keep all revenue derived from spon-
sorship, ticket sales, merchandise, or 
broadcast deals. Travel costs are kept to a 
minimum by having each team play region-
al schedules, competing primarily against 
local ABA clubs. 
With a cost of $20,000 (cheap by pro-
fessional sports standards) the strength of 
each club varies greatly-from flagship, 
professionally run clubs like the Arkansas 
RimRockers and Utah Snowbears, to the 
Ontario (California) Warriors, who aver-
aged around 200 fans per game and had to 
deal with their entire roster quitting shortly 
before a scheduled pre-season game. The 
Warriors, like most ABA clubs who suf-
fered financial hardship during the season, 
prevailed, rebuilt their team, finished the 
season, and are currently expected back for 
the 2005/06 season. 
These hardships have not muted the 
ABA's enthusiasm towards expansion and 
membership growth, but it did prompt 
them to set new membership standards 
and requirements at their recent owners' 
meeting in Indianapolis. Among the areas 
targeted for new standards were capital 
requirements, websites, marketing and 
business plans, public relations, and nation-
al sponsor responsibilities. Many team 
owners enthusiastically endorsed the new 
standards set at the meetings, yet there 
were still some disconcerting develop-
ments. Larry Crain, the owner of the 
league champion Arkansas RirnRockers, 
issued the ABA a series of ultimatums that 
demanded a cap of 30 teams on league 
membership (which would force nearly 
half of the current teams to fold), the for-
mation of a national super division of 12 
selected clubs, and that Crain, himself, be 
named Commissioner of the super divi-
sion. The ABA rejected the demands, and 
the RirnRockers will not be returning next 
season. 
As well as the RirnRockers leaving the 
ABA, Vancouver was recently removed 
from the list of confirmed expansion 
teams. The club was to be owned by John 
Brazier, and was planning to operate with a 
largely Chinese roster in an effort to capi-
talize on an audience the NBA Grizzlies 
never properly targeted during their brief 
stay in Vancouver. As well, they were to be 
coached by Jim Harrick, a veteran of 23 
seasons as a National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) coach who lead the 
UCLA Bruins to a national championship 
in 1995 and was honoured as National 
Coach of the Year the same season. 
However, when everything was settled, the 
franchise simply did not have the resources 
to field a team. On the fate of Vancouver 
in the ABA, Newman told the Other Press, 
"We have removed Vancouver temporarily 
from the ABA website. We are working 
with a different group and are trying to get 
a team set there for next season. The ABA 
likes Vancouver. We'll do whatever it takes 
to make it happen." 
Whatever it takes can take a lot. While 
Vancouver sports fans have embraced 
baseball and soccer at the minor-league 
level, other sports, like lacrosse and roller 
hockey, have failed to become financially 
viable over the long term. Vancouver has 
also had a sparse, checkered past with bas-
ketball. The Vancouver Hornets played in 
the Pacific Professional Basketball League 
from 1946-1948 against teams like the 
Asotria Royal Chinooks, Seattle Blue 
Devils, and Spokane Orphans. Pro basket-
ball didn't return until 1988 when the 
Vancouver Nighthawks spent one season 
playing out of cavernous BC Place in the 
World Basketball League, an organization 
that enforced a height restriction on play-
ers. Then, of course, there was the brief, 
ill-fated affair with the NBA Vancouver 
Grizzlies. 
Nonetheless, the ABA seems deter-
mined to bring Vancouver on board. 
Whether the upcoming 2005/06 season, or 
the season after that, expect a local team to 
be competing against the likes of the 
Bellevue (Washington) Blackhawks, New 
Mexico Style, Portland Reign, San 
Francisco Pilots, San Jose Skyrockets, and 
the Bellingham Slam. 
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nthletes Shine at nwards Night 
Brian McLennon, OP Contributor 
T he 2005 Athletic Banquet was held on Thursday, 
March 31, at the Executive 
Inn ,!!laza in Coguidam. 
The annual awards night rec-
ot,rnizes athletes and coaches for 
their commitment, dedication, 
and achievements within their 
specific sport. 
Some notable awards present-
ed on this special night were the 
H. N. Andy Andrews' Academic 
Athletes of the Year Awards. The 
2005 recipients were Ryan Brant 
of the men's volleyball team and 
Kristy Alblas from the women's 
volleyball team. 
\'\'restler John Pineda and 
women's basketball player Anna 
Rowinska were presented with 
the Male and Female Athlete of 
tl1e Year award, while women's 
basketball coach, Ed Lunn, was 
awarded the Coach of the Year 
Award. 
Darren Paterson, Sports Editor 
W ith Reggie Miller announcing his retirement this year and Lance Armstrong announcing 
his retirement following ilie next Tour de 
France, ilie world of sports will definitely 
be missing two great aililetes by iliis time 
next year. And while growing old and 
weak is really a down side of life, it is also 
a down side of sports. 
One of ilie things I hate most about 
sports is ilie inevitability iliat ilie players 
whom I idolize, who blow my mind with 
ilieir amazing athleticism and skill, must 
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one day retire from the sporting world. 
Just as I will never see Wayne Gretzky win 
an Olympic gold medal, I will also never 
see Michael Jordan score 100 points in a 
single game. Just as Donovan Bailey will 
never again be ilie world's fastest man, so 
too will ilie world never again see a man 
named Gaylord win a Cy Young, because 
these athletes are all retired and too old to 
compete in ilie sports iliat iliey once 
dominated. And every time a new season 
rolls around, I lament ilie loss of anoilier 
great. 
Wiili each new season, it's hard for me 
to not think about ilie great players now 
who will one day retire. In five years, will 
Shaq still be playing? In five years, will 
Ronaldilino be playing his last World 
Cup? How much longer will Roger 
Clemens dominate baseball? It's sad but 
true that all of iliese athletes will one day 
be gone from ilie sporting world. 
But what's worse is what happens 
when players don't retire. There was only 
one Gordie Howe, but iliere are many 
imposters. And one of ilie saddest iliings 
to see is when an over-age athlete wiili 
diminishing skills-attention Mike 
Tyson-tries to hold on to a career iliat is 
DC Basketball: Jamie Dei Gets the Nod. 
Brian McLennon, OP Contributor 
D ouglas College Athletics was pleased to announce the appointment of 
Jamie Oei as the new Head Coach 
of ilie men's basketball team last 
monili. 
Jamie brings youiliful eniliusi-
asm to the Royals ' program, along 
wiili professional coaching experi-
ence in Uppsala, Sweden, as well as 
Langara College, where he was 
named as BCCAA (British 
Columbia Colleges Athletic 
Association) and CCAA (Canadian 
Colleges Athletic Association) 
Coach of the Year. Oei is the 
youngest coach to ever win this 
award. 
Oei is an NCCP Level II Coach 
who had been an assistant wiili the 
previous two Head Coaches at 
Douglas College. 
Douglas College Athletic 
Director Lou Rene Legge observed 
iliat, "[Oei] knows ilie league and 
ilie players very well," before going 
on to say, "We are excited to have 
him on board and look forward to 
ilie success wiili our program that 
Jamie has obtained in his past 
coaching positions." 
clearly dead for him. 
It's sad when a player has to hang 'em 
up and call it a career, and it's even more 
sad when a once great player holds on for 
too long, but it is a fact of life iliat a 
human body will weaken wiili age, causing 
athletes to lose ilieir skill. And iliat is a 
fact iliat represents, to me, ilie down side 
of sports. 
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Paterson YS. fl'giiSIII 
Darren Paterson & Brandon Ferguson, Clearly Not Related 
This Month's Question: Do you think NBn teams should get fewer timeouts 
Darren says: Who came up with the stu-
pid, brainless question for this article? This 
one is such a no-brainer that it's silly. I 
won't even dignify this question with a 
straight answer. See? I don't even need to 
say a thing .... 
Actually, no. You know what? I think I 
will argue this one because I don't want any-
one out there supporting the reduction of 
BA timeouts just because I didn't take the 
time to put them straight. And here's the 
straight truth: timeouts play a significant 
role in basketball that can't be denied. 
Timeouts are important to the strategy 
of the game. A timely timeout can allow you 
to get the right player on the court at the 
right time, it can allow your team to set up 
the perfect play, and, when used properly, it 
can kill the momentum of the opposing 
team. 
"Why would you want to kill momentum 
and flow?" some might ask. But if this strat-
egy weren't available, then we would see a 
rapid decline in the excitement level of the 
NBA. If Phoenix goes on a 14-2 run, their 
opponents can call a timeout, slow the 
tempo, and get back in the game. But if that 
timeout wasn't there, then Phoenix's run 
could continue, until the game is out of 
reach by the middle of the second quarter. 
There would be no league parity because the 
few teams that are able to put together a 
good run would win every game in a 
blowout. 
But, thankfully, those timeouts still exist. 
And they will continue to exist because the 
people with the power to reduce timeouts 
know the important role that timeouts play 
in the game of basketball. And I think it's 
sad if you needed reminding of that fact. 
Brandon says: When played properly, basketball 
is one of the most exciting spectacles to watch-
up there with women's mud wrestling, Fami!J Gf9!, 
and the slow decline of America's global strangle-
hold. What makes basketball even more 
intriguing is when it is actually played and not 
wasted in endless timeouts. 
Why watch 3,000 points scored over 47 fast-
paced minutes only to be bogged down by an 
hour-long final minute? While Angelina Jolie was 
Gone in 60 Seconds, I've gone to the pisser three 
times in the NBA's last 60 seconds. 
Between the two teams, there are currendy 24 
timeouts available for use. That's 24 opportunities 
to find something better to do; and given the 20-
second timeout, that's 24 chances for Darren to 
have sex. 
The game should be played on the court. 
Constandy deferring to the coaches only rein-
forces the ugly NBA racial divide: organize the 
black men to follow the strict guidance of the 
Man. ''Yes'm, l'za alley and he'za oop. Yessa mas-
ter." Fuck that, dude. 
Then there's the fouls. 
With 3 7 seconds left, down by seven, you are 
going to lose. So why waste everyone's time by 
hacking and hoping a free throw is missed so that 
you can call a timeout and discuss a shot that may 
or may not work to cut the lead by one point to 
then hack again and hope for a miss and call a 
timeout and ... holy shit!-have The Simpsons been 
on this whole time? 
Unless you're Reggie Miller and the team 
you're playing is as pathetic as the Knicks, you 
cannot erase this kind of deficit. 
Two timeouts per half-tops. These million-
aire players can figure it out for themselves 
without being so dependant on the timeout and 
the 5' 2" coach (wouldn't that have saved C-Webb 
a whole Iotta heartache with Michigan?). Suck it 
up and just let the players play. 
The Best of 
Sport 
Darren Paterson, Sports Editor 
W hile writing "The Down Side of Sports" this month, I was hit with a thought that made me realize things aren't as sad as I thought they were. Because, while the athletes 
that I love and admire today will soon retire from the sporting 
world, a new crop of young and talented athletes is quickly replac-
ing the old one. 
Although I will miss Reggie Miller next year, the pain of his loss 
will be washed over with my excitement to see what developments 
LeBron James will make in his career. And while I will miss Steve 
Yzerman, Mario Lemieux, and Brendan Shanahan when they are 
gone, I can't wait to see Sidney Crosby, Dany Headey, and Rick 
Nash suit up for Canada in the Olympics. 
Pick a sport and the future is bright. Clemens may be on his way 
out, but Pedro's got things well in hand. When Brazil's Ronalda 
decides he's had enough, Portugal's Ronalda is ready to take the 
torch. And when Yzerman hangs 'em up, Zetterberg will be ready 
to go. 
The retiring greats have clearly done their job in inspiring these 
young players to become what they are. And even as those young 
players take the spotlight and dazzle us with their skill, they will 
inspire yet another new crop of young players to train and compete, 
and one day take over their sport. 
This cycle will guarantee that there will always be great athletes, 
in every sport, for as long as we watch. And because of that, it's a 
litde easier to say goodbye to the great athletes of today. 
And this never-ending cycle of jaw-dropping skill represents, to 
me, the best of sport. 
Paralympic 
Recognition llwards 
S everal paraly:mpic recognition awards were given out in March-the follow-ing is a list of recipients who train at 
Douglas as part of the CSRW athletics pro-
gram and the roles that they play. 
Carrie Linegar-Manager 
Erik Hagrecn-Equipment manager 
Marni Abbott-Athlete 
Jennifer Krempien-Athletc 
Richard Peter-Athlete 
Jaimie Borisoff-Athlete 
Tim Frick-Coach Arley McNeney-Athlete 
Trish Nicholoson-Coach Shira Golden-Athlete 
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Students advertise for free! 
For free student classifieds up to 
30 words, email: 
othereditor@yahoo.ca wirh your 
name, student number, and 
desired section, and put "classi-
fied" in the subject line. 
Fast Cash Ads: 3 lines 3 times 
for $20 (30 words max). Open 
rate of $5 per line. Enquiries: 
call our advertising manager at 
604.525.3542. 
Pictures 
Classified pictures are $10 each 
printing. The picture size is 
3.5cm x 2.5cm, black and 
whire. 
When placing an ad please 
remember ... 
All ads must be received by 
Thursday ro be published in the 
following Wednesday's paper. 
Check your ad fur errors and 
please call or email our offices 
to reporr any corrections. To 
ensure the integrity of our stu-
dent newspaper, we reserve the 
right to revise, reclassifY, edit, or 
refuse your ad. 
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Christina says: ''Athletes are hot 
but the way they smell is not. 
After you finish your workout, 
don't be afraid to use a little 
deodorant and maybe wash your 
clothes. Or, even better, plan 
ahead and leave time for a shower 
after exercise." 
Send your sporty tip of the week to 
DDP20@hotmail.com and remember; 
no one believes you when you say, "that 
smell's not me." 
ILHIIiPiHdl 
Ad Manager I kinggadas@yahoo.com 
for Sale 
Two 128MB Memory 
Modules 
184PIN DDR PC2100 DIMM 
With original packages. 
A Steal at $45! E-Mail me at 
email@scottelliott.com 
1980 Honda CB650 
parts,$5 and up. Email 
redcoat1812@hotmail.com 
1978 Hercules Moped 
Registered. Like new. 800 miles. 
$700.00 OBO. 604.588.4403 
BRAND NEW BenQ 
DW1620 16x DL DVD Writer 
with 100-spindle 16x rated 
media for a great price of $130. 
If interested, please contact 
Andre at 
acepccanada@gmail.com 
I Saw You 
I saw you. Then I saw my gyne-
cologist. We need to talk. 
You've been taking a bite out of 
my ham, mustard, lettuce, 
tomato, thinly-sliced cheddar, 
and butter sandwich on whole-
wheat bread when you think 
I'm not looking. But I saw you 
last time, and if I catch you 
doing it again I'm gonna eat 
your children. PS: I love you. 
Services 
Tutor/Proofreader (Ph.D) 
$25/hour for essays, thesis, etc. 
604.837.1016 
or editor888@hotmail.com 
Professional tutor, writing 
coach, and editor can help with 
English 130, 106, 112, and 109; 
also Business Communications, 
reports, letters, and resumes. 
Quality guaranteed. The 
Writer's Touch, www.writer-
stouch.net 604.437.6069 
Vancouver Support group for 
stutterers. Every alternate 
Friday, 7-9pm. Room 4310, 
New West campus. For more 
info, contact Mary Rose 
Labandelo: 604.526.1735 
Wanted 
AVON REPRESENTATIVES 
NEEDED! 
Great Earning Potential 
Start up Materials only $20 
Call Crystal at 604.537.9007 
www.interavon.ca/ crystal. belong 
'. 
OPTions for Sexual Health 
(formerly Planned Parenthood) 
is looking for volunteers to 
assist on the Facts of Life Line, 
a toll-free, confidential, sexual 
health information and referral 
resource line. Call 
604.731.4552 ext. 224, or visit 
www.optionsforsexualhealth.com 
• 
Fm~rn.:'"'"" Responder Program 
Standard and Emergency First Aid 
Workplace 
CPR and CPR Recertification Courses 
OfACourses 
Wori( safe Courses 
9POPb9 
Call to Register 
Olympic First Aid Services 
(604)420-1748 
w-.olymplcflrstald.ca 
1•~1 
MONKEYS DO IT, YOU SHOULD TOOl 
the other pre11 
lltit• fot Ul. Row. I MHIIII it. 
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